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Shoreham Beach Shack by Sally Draper Architects
sallydraperarchitects.com.au

Inside
text: Megan Norgate

Megan Norgate
is a interior designer at 

Brave New Eco. 
braveneweco.com.au

CoMfort
The inherent hierarchy 

of landscape over the house 
is reinforced with seating that 

invites the exterior environment to 
be the focal element of the kitchen. 

Comfortable seating indicates a place to 
gather, socialise and relax. Undyed linen is 

used for the window cushions, a durable and 
washable fibre. A block-out blind shades the 

interior from western sun. The inclusion of 
a recessed pelmet alcove for the blind 

not only provides the best thermal 
performance but also tucks it 

away from sight when 
not in use.

ICoNIC
This project has been 

sensitively realised to breathe 
another generation of life into 

an existing mid-20th-century fibro 
beach shack, a rapidly diminishing style 
of Australian architecture that prioritised 

simplicity of construction, small footprints and 
a deferential relationship with the surrounding 

natural environment. Found in sleepy beachside 
communities, the remaining examples of this 

humble design style are characterised by 
small buildings nestled in heavily treed 
blocks. This project sought to protect 

the original design intent of the 
modest form of the weekend 

bolthole. 

Just eNough
The kitchen is an example 

of a “just enough” approach to 
design. Joinery is a simple galley style, 

constructed using inexpensive materials, 
keeping the atmosphere of the room light and 
uncomplicated. Open timber shelving, instead 

of overhead cabinetry, allows visitors to easily find 
items of everyday use. The cupboard fronts are 
a white Laminex laminate, and the benchtop a 

GECA certified furniture linoleum from Forbo. The 
benchtop trims and return are finished in stainless 

steel, providing a durable edge at a potential 
weak spot; an inexpensive splashback 

solution doubles as a shelf.
forbo.com
geca.eco

reused
The large central table 

is an old galvanised steel-
sheeted fishing table found on 

the site, mounted on white painted 
trestles. This simple industrial solution 

lends itself to robust use of the kitchen 
area by large groups when needed. A 

high-quality second-hand range hood was 
sourced locally and integrated into the 
new kitchen. The Ikea stools are one of 

their enduring products in style and 
function, and can be stacked 

out of the way when not 
needed. 

Low 
eMIssIoNs

The interior materials are simple, 
durable and honest. The palette consists 

of hoop pine plywood and original flooring, 
cedar timbers, laminate and stainless steel. The 

combination of cedar battens and exterior grade 
plywood in the ceiling is mirrored in the window frames 
and interior grade hoop pine plywood for the window 

seat. Hoop pine is an Australian plantation timber grown in 
Queensland and New South Wales. It is available from FSC 

certified plantations and with low emission (EO or super EO) 
ratings for the bonding agents. The yellow tones have been 
washed out of the plywood using a Porter's lime wash. Lime 
wash is a matt paint finish made of lime and water, which 

offers a naturally variable tone and patina to surfaces. 
Unsealed, it allows the timber to breathe and has mild 

fungicidal properties, which could have benefits 
in a humid environment such as a kitchen. It 

is low odour and has no VOCs. 
porterspaints.com
australply.com.au
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