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text: Megan Norgate

Megan Norgate
is an interior designer at 

Brave New Eco. 
braveneweco.com.au

LESS IS MORE
This tiny, terrace style one-bedroom 
cottage in Fitzroy, Melbourne was 

sensitively extended by Whiting Architects, 
who created a compact two-bedroom 

home on a 72-square-metre site. Central to the 
design response was maintaining the integrity 

of the original living space shown here, 
including leaving the existing kitchen in 

situ, and allowing the revealed structural 
bricks and beams to shine with 

minimum interference.

COMPACT DINING
When located in high traffic areas, 

round dining tables can provide the most 
space-efficient capacity without restricting 

access around the sides. The oak “Tambootie” 
table from South Australian furniture makers 

Agostino & Brown is customisable to an ideal size 
and is paired well here with black “Chiaro” chairs by 
Mattiazzi. Made of solid ash or oak, the Chiaro range 
has achieved the GECA furniture, fittings and foam 

green certification. These chairs are available in 
a range of colours and their stackable design 

means you can keep an extra couple 
hidden to pull out when entertaining.

agostinoandbrown.com

DARK ARTS
Artwork with a lot of black in it 

is best hung in areas with no direct 
natural light so that subtle detail is 
legible. This internal space without 

large adjacent windows is perfect for 
the Delphic painting “Night swimming” 

by South African artist Kirsten Lilford.
otomys.com/artist/kirsten-lilford

ENDURING BRICK
The attractive texture and ochre 

tones of brick risk overwhelming a 
small space, and absorbing a lot of 

ambient light when it is in short supply. 
The designers have painted the walls and 
ceilings Dulux Lexicon “Half White”, which 
also acts to seal the brick dust and make 
the surface easier to clean. The texture 

and graphic lines add interest and 
warmth to the space, being enclosed 

on two sides and inward-
focused.

SOFTLY SOFTLY
Heavy horizontal timbers and brick 

can feel monolithic in a small area so plush 
textiles have been added to this room to soften 

the space. A hand-woven rug from Halcyon Lake 
sits under the plush green velvet cushions of the 
“RD half” sofa by Douglas and Bec. The string of 

Pop & Scott’s “Dreamweaver” pendant lamp and 
an Icelandic sheepskin from Cult design add to 

the diversity of woven textures present.
halcyonlake.com

douglasandbec.com
cultdesign.com.au

BUILD-IN
A timber veneer built-in seat 

designed by Whiting Architects is a 
space-efficient and multi-purpose item 

of furniture, functioning both as a sideboard 
and a seat. By floating above the ground it 

allows the floor space to remain open and the 
room seems larger. Furniture was chosen to 
match the seat timbers so the unified tones 
seem uncluttered. This includes the coffee 

table by kin design and the solid oak 
“Rocket Bar Stools” by Artek.

kindesignco.com
artek.fi

Moor St by Whiting Architects
whitingarchitects.com
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